
 

 

Sue Stanislawski (St. Patrick’s, Cheektowaga)  I am an incumbent on Council, and 

would like to continue the good work that we have been doing in that group over the 

last several years. My talents are many and have served us well for the last nearly 3 

years. The current council has a very good rapport and I think it's important to 

continue that in these days of uncertainty. I would very much like to continue to serve 

the Diocese of Western New York in this capacity. 

 

Reid Heffner (St. Paul’s Cathedral, Buffalo)  Biographical Sketch: Reid R. Heffner, Jr., 

M.D. graduated from Yale University with a dual degree of BA and MD. He did his residency 

and fellowship training at Yale and Cornell. Dr. Heffner served in the U.S. military and spent 

45 years in academic medicine at the Jacobs School of Medicine, University of Buffalo. Dr. 

Heffner has been a member of St. Paul’s Cathedral for over 30 years and has served as an 

usher, as a member of several committees and as a member of the Vestry. He was a 

member of the Diocesan Council from 2017-2019. Dr. Heffner agrees to serve on the Council 

if elected.  

 

 

The Rev. James Clement (Trinity, Fredonia) I am thankful for the past 

opportunities I have had to experience various church communities around this 

country and the United Kingdom. I was honored to continue this journey two years 

ago when I accepted a call to become rector of Trinity Church, Fredonia. 

Knowledge and insight gained from these experiences have been beneficial for my 

vocation. We all join together in this journey of relationship with God, as we strive 

to live the common life. I served on Council and Standing Committee for a former 

diocese of mine during a unique time in its history, as well as that of the Church. In 

2019, I accepted the invitation to be with our Diocesan Council as an appointment 

by the Bishop. I have enjoyed this time being able to serve the faithful people of 

Western New York, and I ask for your vote of support. 

 

 

 

 

 



Saxon Cobb Deck (St. Matthias, East Aurora) I was born into and raised in the Episcopal 

church. At the age of 15, I taught Sunday School and my love affair with our faith and its' 

traditions began. I have served/ serve in many capacities, not only committees, but as a 

Eucharistic Minister, reader, EFM graduate, Altar guild, Diocesan representative, and several 

vestries and searches. I like to think I serve with enthusiasm and forward thinking, wanting to 

move ahead and experiment while never disrespecting the treasure of our past. I am currently 

a member of the Bishops' Mission Advisory Group, serving on Service and Outreach but with 

a strong interest in Constitutions and Canons and how groups within our Partnership work. In 

my work life, I owned two businesses, and until this present time, with retirement looming, I have been the 

Manager of a Senior and Disabled apartment complex. I have dealt with Real Estate, business complexities 

and been a counsel to persons with multiple issues. The Standing Committee benefits from a wide range of 

personalities to be present for our Bishop and our Diocese. I believe I have gifts to offer that will serve both 

well. 

 

 

The Rev. Kim Rossi  (St. Stephen’s, Olean) I joined this Diocese in 1988 and, in 

my heart, I have always loved the people of this Diocese for taking me in as I was 

and helping me to see and feel the love of God through them. In those years, I 

have served in many capacities at the Congregational and Diocesan level, working 

with Vestries, Finance Committees and with children and youth. I have served on 

Diocesan Council, the Disciplinary Board, the Reynolds Trust, and as an alternate 

delegate to General Convention. I am currently a member and Secretary of the 

Commission to Dismantle Racism and Discrimination. I have grown to know this 

Diocese in many ways, its strengths and challenges. We are on a journey through 

very challenging times in many ways and I am now asking to serve the Diocese on 

Standing Committee as we work our way through them. 

 

 

Robert Matson (Trinity, Hamburg) My being called to serve as a Trustee is a calling to 

which my financial talents can be utilized to ensure that the limited financial resources 

entrusted to the Trustees are put to the best use in support of the spiritual growth, outreach 

and program needs of the diocese. Having served as a Trustee for two-terms prior to being 

Treasurer of the Diocese of WNY in addition to attending Diocesan Council meetings as the 

Treasurer I have working knowledge of the Diocesan programs, finances and investments. 

In addition to having served as a Trustee and Treasurer I also have the following attributes: 

Member of Trinity Hamburg, past vestry person, Jr. Warden and Sr. Warden; Treasurer and board member of 

the Chapel of the Good Shepherd, Chautauqua; Worked as a financial consultant team member for diocesan 

parish support; Chartered Financial Consultant (ChFC); and Retired, M&T Bank. This is a position I feel called 

to and would appreciate your support. 

 

 



Karen L. Gengo (St. Patrick’s, Cheektowaga) I have been serving the WNY Diocese 

for the past six years as a Trustee and feel that I am able to continue to be an honest 

and responsible voice for our Diocese. Serving as a Trustee means that you are 

watchful, attentive and determined to make the best use of the resources our Diocese 

has to offer. In short, you are preserving a legacy that was started long ago and 

providing for a future yet to be imagined. Over the past six years I have continued to be a 

voice of reason and logic on this Board. In my professional career, I am an estate and 

trust paralegal with over 30 years of experience. I work with clients who serve as 

fiduciaries and assist them as they protect and preserve the assets of a trust or an estate. In this connection, I 

work side-by-side with investment advisors, lawyers and tax professionals. I am well versed in the financial 

"lingo" and am always willing to learn more. I will bring continuity and strong willingness to hear the whole 

story. I am a lifelong Episcopalian, serving many different leadership roles at St. Patrick's in Cheektowaga. I 

am a mother of three grown children. My experiences with the small details and the big picture are just part of 

me! I believe our Diocese and this partnership is ready to blossom and would appreciate the opportunity to 

continue to be a part of it, from the inside out. 

 

 


